From the President
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over 150 alumni, colleagues and friends attended the 48th Annual Isabel Maitland Stewart Conference on Nursing Research last April.  The theme, Practice, Education, Leadership Transformation:  Preparing for the Care Continuum, was addressed by keynote speaker Dr. Bobbie Berkowitz, Dean and Professor, Columbia University School of Nursing.  Attendees enjoyed presentations by stellar speakers, posters, the Awards Luncheon sponsored by the TC Office of Alumni Relations, and reuniting with colleagues.  Please mark your calendar for the 49th Annual Stewart Conference:  Friday, April 20, 2012.  Poster and presentation abstracts are currently being accepted. See page 11 for more information.  Terry Gottlieb and Caroline Camunas, Stewart Conference Co-chairs, are eager to hear from you. 
Awards and Honors are important to our professional development and pride.  Each year the NEAA recognizes TC nursing alumni who have made extraordinary contributions to nursing, healthcare and society in general.  Teachers College Columbia University NEAA Awards are widely recognized and often cited along with many other prestigious awards in nursing.  Please take the time to submit an application for the 2012 McManus Medal, Achievement Awards, and TC Nursing Hall of Fame.  See information on page 7 and on www.tcneaa.org for details.  Many thanks to Keville Frederickson for serving as the chair of the Awards and Hall of Fame Committee, and for her great work in this regard. 
Now is the time to plan to run for NEAA office.  The positions available for 2012-2014 are: President, Treasurer, 2 Directors and 3 Nominating Committee.  Rory Sweeny McGovern, Nominating Committee Chair, has posted the information on the www.tcneaa.org or see page ___ to read more. 
I have embarked on a new chapter in my nursing career.  I was recently appointed the CEO of the Commission of Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools.   The first CEO, the late Adele Herwitz, was also a TC graduate.  It is an understatement to say that I have been preparing my entire nursing career for the many incredible opportunities and challenges that this new position affords.  My nursing education at TC provided the strong foundation that I have built my career on.  
Your involvement and support is sincerely appreciated.   In addition to your membership and contributions, I want to thank those who supported the attendance of undergraduate nursing students at the 2011 Stewart Conference: M. Phyllis Cunningham, Lorraine Emeghebo, Lois Lagerman, Carrie Lenburg, Elise Lev, Elizabeth Mahoney, Rory Sweeny McGovern, Cynthia Sculco, Maria Rosario Sim, Sadie Smalls, Connie Vance, Cathryne A. Welch, and Eileen Zungolo.  The energy and excitement of the students was palpable.  I can’t think of a better way to expose them to evidence-based practice and to the remarkable TC Alumni!
This is indeed an interesting and inspiring time to be in the nursing profession.  I hope that you are all involved in implementing, The Future of Nursing:  Leading Change, Advancing Health (2010), Institute of Medicine. It will take all of us working together to implement the recommendations in the report and to build a strong future for healthcare—together we can make it happen! 




